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THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH 

 

Last month in my Perch, I talked about the 

attack being waged by some in the federal 

government against the Migratory Bird Treaty 

Act (MBTA).  The most recent attack includes 

proposed changes in language to the MBTA as 

part of HR 493 that exempts from criminal 

liability anyone who accidentally or incidentally 

kills a native bird while conducting otherwise 

lawful activities, such as running a wind “farm” 

or spilling over 200 million gallons of oil into 

the ocean.  Oops!  Some sources estimate that 

the bill has only a 5% chance of being passed, 

perhaps that is because it is a ludicrous bill or 

perhaps because it is such a blatant attempt 

by the Representative who proposed it to curry 

favor with the energy giants...Did I say that?  

Remember, this is an editorial.   

Each article I write leads me to ideas and 

information for future articles and last month I 

read with interest (and some dread) 

information related to the development of 

wind energy on Lake Erie. Prior to that I knew 

that there was some interest in developing 

wind energy on the lake, but must confess that 

I was not aware of how close we are to the 

potential reality of it.  A couple of years ago I 

was approached by a prominent local 

educational organization about giving a 

presentation relating to bird migration on 

Presque Isle. While working out the final 

details of the presentation I was told that my 

presentation “should have some sort of 

component or messaging for the promotion of 

renewable energy, especially offshore wind.” 

What?!?  I immediately rescinded my offer to 

do the presentation as did my co-presenter. As  

AUDUBON BIRDERS NEEDED – PAGE 5 

 

I stated, I did not know a lot about the effect of 

offshore wind energy, certainly not enough to 

promote it as a part of my presentation.  Even 

now, I rely on the expertise and research 

conducted or endorsed by such groups as the 

American Bird Conservancy (ABC), Sierra Club 

(which favors offshore wind in Lake Erie, but 

not until after very thorough environmental 

impact studies) and National Audubon to 

inform myself and form my opinions.  Granted, 

these organizations are on the left end of the 

scale, but they don’t have the vested interest 

(read: Millions of dollars in government 

subsidies) that “researchers” employed by the 

industry or its supporters have in seeing these 

projects come to pass.    (Cont. on Page 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the 

enjoyment and benefit of humanity and the earth's biological diversity in northwestern Pennsylvania. 

         TERN OF EVENTS 
P R E S Q U E  I S L E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

                                               S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 5  I S S U E  1 5 : 0 7  
                                                                          

 

SEPTEMBER THINGS TO DO! 

 
 

September 13. Sunday – Shorebirds Field Trip  

  At Presque Isle 1st Parking Lot - 7:30 to Noon 

September 15, Tuesday – PIAS Executive Board  

  Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room 

September 18, Friday – PIAS General Meeting 

and Program:  Room 112 at the TREC 

  7:00PM – Social 

  7:30PM -  Thirty Years of Change  Within  

   Wetlands along Lake Erie by Jim Bissell (P. 6) 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH  (Cont.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH  (Cont. ) 

 

 Additionally, these organizations are 

aware that the current dependence on 

fossil fuels is not sustainable and know 

that “green” energy alternatives are better 

for the environment and ultimately birds 

and other wildlife. As I stated in my August 

Perch, however, we must make sure that as 

we move towards greener energies we do 

what we can as stewards of the 

environment and advocates for 

wildlife/birds to see that it’s done right. 

 

I imagine that many of you are familiar with 

the Lake Erie Energy Development 

Corporation which describes itself as a 

regional non-profit economic development 

organization building an offshore wind 

energy industry in Ohio. They are currently 

moving through the stages of developing 

the Icebreaker project which consists of six 

turbines to be placed seven miles off the 

coast of Cleveland that will serve as an 

“experiment” and precursors to a much 

larger off shore wind project. That could be 

an economic boon to the Cleveland region, 

but a potential catastrophe for migrating 

birds and bats. In my mind, and those of 

many others, too many questions remain.  

Statements made by David Nash, a lawyer 

in an environmental law firm in Ohio 

working to help LEEDCo gain approval for 

the project point up just how little we know 

about offshore wind energy: 

 

Nash says coordinating among so many 

agencies is a challenge, especially since 

none of them has experience with offshore 

wind farms in North America.  He says they 

have to work together, and sometimes 

invent protocol. 

 

“We have to … sort of invent if there are 

gaps in the current regulations because the 

regulations were written at a time when no 

one really thought about putting wind 

turbines in the Great Lakes, or offshore, 

even in the Atlantic Ocean for that matter.” 

      (Cont. on Page 3) 

 

The Tern of Events is published by the 

Presque Isle Audubon Society, a chapter of 

the National Audubon Society and a 

member of Audubon Pennsylvania serving 

northwestern Pennsylvania including Erie 
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Address: 301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 8 

                Erie, PA 16505 

Website: www.presqueisleaudubon.org 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH  (Cont. ) 

 

Two organizations that are keeping a close 

eye on wind development in the Great 

Lakes are the ABC, mentioned above, and 

the Black Swamp Bird Observatory (BSBO). 

These organizations joined forces and 

wrote a letter of concern to the Ohio Power 

Siting Board about the LEEDCo Icebreaker 

project.  Based on their letter, they were 

asked by LEEDCo to review a white paper 

developed by the consultant hired by 

LEEDCo regarding the potential impact the 

project could have on migrating birds in 

Lake Erie. ABC and BSBO have taken 

LEEDCo to task in what appears to be a very 

thorough review and equally 

comprehensive response to that white 

paper.  The following are just a few points 

made by the reviewers at ABC and BSBO.  

To read or download the full review, please 

go here to the BSBO website: 

http://www.bsbo.org/uploads/3/0/8/0/3

0807041/leedco_white_paper_review.pdf 

 

~The white paper was written by a paid 

consultant of LEEDCo and, therefore, 

clearly a conflict of interest. 

~This particular consultant has a history of 

downplaying the potential impact of wind 

energy on birds and bats 

~The authors of the white paper incorrectly 

site a peer reviewed article stating that the 

new larger, turbines are safer than the 

older turbines for birds and bats when in 

fact that article found that the opposite 

was found to be true. 

~The white paper claims to be based on 

extensive peer-reviewed articles, but many 

were decades old and the authors did not 

include many newer research articles that 

estimate and predict extensive losses of 

birds to wind energy development 

~The fact that post-construction bird and 

bat mortality studies would be very 

challenging if not impossible is not 

addressed in the paper. This makes the 

siting of the project even more critical. 

~There are no studies or references sited to 

support the author’s conclusion that bald 

eagles are not likely to be affected at all by 

the Icebreaker project. 

~The authors downplay the role of wind 

energy in bird and bat mortality when 

compared with other sources. They also do 

not include the findings of a peer reviewed 

study that concluded that estimated the 

annual losses of birds and bats at 573,000 

and 888,000, respectively to wind turbines 

at 2012 build-out levels, not to mention the 

many more turbines that exist in 2014. 

  

The ABC and BSBO representatives 

conclude their review by suggesting some 

steps LEEDCo should take to strengthen 

their case for the experimental Icebreaker 

project.  I believe their points to be valid 

and recommend that you read them for 

yourself at the link I included above.   

 

If you are wondering why you and I should 

be so concerned about this project in a 

neighboring state, I would like to point out 

that our County Executive, Kathy 

Dahlkemper, with unanimous consent 

from the County Council, has joined the 

Lake Erie Energy Development Corporation 

and now serves on its board.    Why would 

a county government in Pennsylvania join a 

nonprofit devoted to building offshore wind 

energy industry in Ohio?  Well, perhaps 

because the initial group of six turbines are 

just the beginning of what is projected to be 

a much larger scale wind energy project in 

the lake, the plan is actually for 1700 

additional industrial scale turbines. In an 

article in the Erie Times news (April 24, 

2015),  Executive Dahlkemper states that 

while she believes in wind energy, her 

stronger belief is that developing that 

energy can benefit the local economy in the 

form of jobs; jobs at businesses located in 

Erie County. Perhaps businesses in Erie 

County might be involved in the 

manufacture of some of those turbines 

parts, perhaps.  Perhaps also, if the larger 

plan in Ohio is an economic success, who’s 

to say that Lake Erie in PA and Erie County 

might host its own turbine plantation.  

       (Cont. on Page 5) 
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BIRD REPORT  
 

The following birds of note were reported from 

July 21 to August 17, 2015 from Presque Isle 

State Park unless noted otherwise. 

  

Red Knot—3; August 15; Gull Point; R.D. 
 

 
     Red Knot 

 

White-rumped Sandpiper—1; August 6; Gull 

  Point; R.D. 
 

 
White-rumped Sandpiper 

 

Pine Siskin—up to 4; to at least July 24; 

  Fairview;  D.M. 
 

 
     Pine Siskin 

Willet—1; August 10; Gull Point; R.D. 

 

 
      Willett 

 

Whimbrel—1; July 21; Gull Point; R.D. 

                       1; July 26; Gull Point; R.D. 

                   1; August 3; Gull Point; R.D. 

 

 

 
      Whimbrel 

 

 

Contributors:  R.D.-Roger Donn and D.M.-Drew 

Mortensen 

  

~Jerry McWilliams, Bird Records Chairman 

3508 Allegheny Rd. 

Erie, Pa. 

240-8594 

jerrymcw@aol.com 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH  (Cont. ) 

 

This is why it is so important that we pay 

attention to what is going on in all of our 

lake(s), our oceans, our lands and our planet.  

We can’t afford to let the chips fall where they 

may without holding the developers 

accountable and making sure they conduct 

thorough and independent environmental 

impact studies.  It is clear based on Mr. Nash’s 

statements that the current voluntary 

guidelines regarding placement of wind 

turbines (there are NO government regulations 

in place) are grossly lacking. It is up to 

organizations such as ours to hold developers 

accountable and push for Bird Smart Wind 

Energy as outlined by the ABC. This includes 

careful siting and mitigation as crucial 

elements in preventing unintended impacts to 

America’s native birds and bats.  For more 

information about Bird Smart Wind Energy, go 

to: 

http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy

/collisions/wind_developments.html. 

 

~Michele Rundquist Franz, President, PIAS 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

The Presque Isle Audubon welcomes the 

following new members into our chapter. Once 

you join National Audubon, you are 

automatically a member of our local chapter. 

 

Erie:  Annmarie Ropelewski, James Davis, 

 Helen Winslow, David Underman, Karen  

 Lipman, Judith  McKibben 

Edinboro: Catherine Whitley 

McKean: Karl Frankovitch, David Kuchinski 

Meadville:  Judith Falvey 

North East:Jean Fletcher 

 

Also our Chapter only members are: 

Nancy Lamanna, Gert Bollinger, Bob Gross, 

Ned Carlson, Sandy Carlson, Wendy Swanson 

 

~Ron Intrieri, Membership Chairman 

membership@presqueisleaudubon.org 

 

AUDUBON BIRDERS NEEDED! 
 

LUTHER MEMORIAL EARTH ACTION PROJECT 

FOR 2015-2016 

BIRD COUNT AND SURVEY 

 

Nate Millet is working with Luther Memorial on 

their Earth Action Project this year and he 

asked that Audubon birders be informed of 

this project.  Here’s the scoop….. 

 

The students are going to be doing a Bird Count 

and Survey throughout the school year at 

multiple location on Presque Isle.  They are in 

need of some knowledgeable individuals to 

help guide them at a few locations there.    The 

locations are as follows: 

 

Bayside Neck 

Marsh Deck (the leaf) 

Cookhouse (Bayside) 

Rotary Pavilion 

Lily Pond  

Marina entrance 

Beach 11 

Pine Tree Trail 

Beach 1 Lakeside  

 

The dates they will be going out are all on 

Thursdays: 

 

Sept. 24 

Oct. 29 

November 19 

Feb. 25 

March 17 

April 21 

  

Please let me know immediately if you would 

be able to volunteer to help these students 

out.  Each site will have one group with about 

6-7 students each.  They will be all coming at 

the same time from 12:00 to 1:30.  Thanks 

 Nate Millet, Education Manager 

 

Environment Erie 

814-440-3953 

nmillet@environmenterie.org 

 

 ~Janet Price, Editor 



 

 6 

PIAS SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

 

THIRTY YEARS of CHANGE WITHIN WETLANDS 

along LAKE ERIE 

 

Friday, September 18 

7:30 in Room 112 at the TREC 

 

Bissell will discuss the changes in wetlands 

and wetland species along the shores of Lake 

Erie, including Presque Isle State Park.  Learn 

how the park’s stewardship since 1996 of rare 

wetland types and rare wetland species has 

preserved many plants that have disappeared 

from many Lake Erie marshes. 

 
 

James Kirk Bissell, born on March 21, 1947, 

grew up on a dairy farm in Austinburg 

Township, Ashtabula County, Ohio. As a child 

he developed an interest in natural history 

through the influence of his great-

grandmother, Lettie House Bissell, who died in 

1956. His interest was rekindled during his 

high school days. 

During the summer of 1971, Mr. Bissell 

worked for the US Forest Service as Crew Boss 

for a watershed study in the La Barge Creek 

area of Bridger National Forest and joined the 

staff of the Cleveland Museum of Natural 

History.  

Curator Bissell began organizing the 25,000 

plant specimens housed at various places in 

the Museum. The specimens, stored in wooden 

boxes and cabinets, were not well organized 

and had never been available to researchers.   

By October of 1973, 22,000 of the plant 

specimens had been organized into the 

Museum Herbarium. 

 

In 1973, in addition to organizing the Museum 

Herbarium, Curator Bissell began a regional 

plant inventory program to fill a niche that had 

been abandoned by colleges and universities 

in the Cleveland region several decades 

earlier.  The high quality plant specimens in the 

newly organized Museum Herbarium, 

predominantly from the 19th century, provided 

a fine base for building a regional herbarium. 

 

Starting in 1980, the program area of the 

Herbarium grew to cover all of northern Ohio. 

In 1984, Curator Bissell extended his rare plant 

and natural area inventory program into 

northwestern Pennsylvania. He began 

conducting comprehensive inventories at 

places such as glacial wetlands in Erie, 

Crawford, Mercer, Venango and Warren 

Counties.  Since expending the survey program 

into Pennsylvania, he has documented more 

than 600 rare plant occurrences and 

discovered several natural areas with 

statewide significance.  His work during the 

last twenty years has shown that Presque Isle 

State Park has more rare plants than any other 

natural area in Pennsylvania. 

 

 
PA Endangered Plant - Silverweed 
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15TH BIENNIAL NATURE PHOTO CONTEST 

Sponsored by 

ERIE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE AND 

PRESQUE ISLE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
 

 
 

All amateur photographers are invited to enter 

Erie National Wildlife’s 15th biennial Nature 

Photo Contest for 2015.  

Here’s your chance to submit photos in any or 

all of three categories: plant life, wildlife and 

landscape. Prizes are awarded for each 

category-both cash prizes and honorable 

mentions. A $75 cash prize is awarded for best 

photo taken at the Refuge. But photos don’t 

have to be taken there to be submitted for 

entry.  

Erie National Wildlife Refuge is over 5,000 

acres of diverse habitat in and around Guys 

Mills, Pennsylvania, which is 10 miles east of 

Meadville. The Refuge was established in 

1959 to provide migratory birds with nesting, 

feeding and resting sites. The Refuge is 

designated by the National Audubon Society as 

an Important Birding Area. Over 230 species of 

birds can be seen there. Deadline for entry of 

photos is September 25th. 

Official contest rules can be found on the web 

at www.friendsofenwr.org or call the Refuge 

office at 814-789-3585.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 

I hope you read the article asking for birders to 

volunteer for the Luther Memorial Earth Action 

Project for 2015-2016.  I personally have 

volunteered for this project in the past and found it 

quite interesting and rewarding.  Watching the 

students spot and identify new birds was exciting 

to me and then seeing how they compiled the data 

at the end of the year made me feel proud that I 

was a part of the project.   

 

One of our missions at PIAS is to promote 

involvement in the conservation of birds and this is 

a way to introduce these students to birds and the 

difficulties they face during their lives.  

 

Nate needs at least 8 more birders to be leaders at 

the locations listed in the article since he will take 

one of the sites.  There are six Thursday dates in all 

beginning with September 24 and ending on April 

21.   Each group will meet at its assigned site each 

month except December.  The students will be 

transported to and from the site and will meet the 

assigned leader there who will help identify and 

count the birds present that day.  The data will be 

recorded and taken back to school where it will be 

compiled at the end of the year with the help of the 

Luther Academy faculty.   

 

Last year there was a morning set aside for the 

presentation of the compiled data and the leaders 

were invited to attend the presentation.  

 

I realize that this is a long-time commitment and 

you might not know if you’ll be available on all 

those dates.  I encourage you to sign up for a site 

by contacting Nate even if you have reservations.  

I’m sure he or I can make adjustments if a day has 

to be missed. 

 

This is a great opportunity dropped in your lap! 

Don’t hesitate to get involved! 

~Janet Price, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Presque Isle Audubon Society’s newsletter, the Tern of Events, is published monthly, except in 

 January and July.  The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month preceding publication.  All 

 published material is subject to editing. 

 

 Send submissions to Janet Price, editor, via  jrplkm@aol.com  or 418 E. 36th St., Erie, PA 16504. 

 If you have any questions, call Janet at 814-825-8394. 

 

 Printed on recycled paper. 

mailto:jrplkm@aol.com
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Presque Isle Audubon Society 

Chapter Only Membership Application 

 

Chapter only membership includes membership in the 

Presque Isle Audubon Society ONLY and the chapter 

newsletter, Tern of Events. 

Individual membership       $15.00/year 

 

Name_____________________________________ 

Address___________________________________ 

City________________ State______ Zip________ 

 

Chapter only members, both new and renewal, will 

receive the online version of the Tern of Events unless 

they specifically request the paper copy. Please provide 

your e-mail address for the online version of our 

newsletter. 

E-mail address_______________________________ 

Do you require a paper copy?___________ 

 

Return this form with your check payable to the 

Presque Isle Audubon Society to: 

    Presque Isle Audubon Society 

    Ronald Intrieri, Membership 

    Tom Ridge Environmental Center 

    301 Peninsula Drive, Suite 8 

    Erie, PA 16505 

 

National Audubon Society  

Membership Application 

 

Please enroll me as a new member in the National 

Audubon Society which includes membership in BOTH 

the National Audubon Society and the local Presque Isle 

Audubon Society. National members receive Audubon 

Magazine (6 issues per year) and the local chapter 

newsletter. Please include your e-mail address to 

receive the online version of the newsletter. 

 

Introductory membership       $20.00 

 

Name_____________________________________ 

Address___________________________________ 

City_______________ State_______ Zip________ 

E-mail address__________________________ 

Chapter Code C5ZU150Z 

Mail this form with your check payable to the National 

Audubon Society directly to: 

    National Audubon Society 

    Chapter Membership Data Center 

    P.O. Box 422250 

    Palm Coast, Fl. 32142-2250 

Renewal members will receive a coupon mailed to 

them by National.  Please write the code  

number C5ZU150Z  on your renewal application. 

 


