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and to provide opportunities to become more aware and appreciative of our physical and biological environment.

THE PRESIDENT’'S PERCH

So many things to tell you, 1 don't know where
to start! As you read this, we are (maybe) about a
week away from the third annual Festival of the
Birds at Presque Isle. The committee has worked
very hard and we know it's going to be a great
success.

At the festival, we'll be marveling at warblers,
mostly. But what I have on my mind right now is a
small bird that is smaller than a robin with a pale
brown-grey mantle and a distinctive black necklace
and band above its eyes. It is now a very rare
visitor to Presque Isle but we are hoping to see
lots more of its kind. 1f you haven't guessed yet,
I'm talking about the Piping Plover. (Below)

On April 10 1 participated in the Plover
Volunteer Monitoring training conducted by PA
Audubon’s Sarah Sargent.

During the first part of the day, we sat in the
classroom and learned about the biology of the
bird, threats to its survival and tips for
identification, among other things.

I learned that there are three major breeding
populations of piping plovers, the Atlantic Coast,
the Northern Great Plains and the Great Lakes. It
is our Great Lakes population that is the smallest

and most vulnerable. In fact, when the Great
Lakes population was granted protection under the
Endangered Species Act in 1986, only seventeen
breeding pairs existed. Thanks to the protection
of the Act and through the work of
conservationists, there are now approximately 71
breeding pairs in the population.

Here at Presque Isle, about 15 pairs of piping
plovers nested annually and regularly until the
1950s. We know that they have not nested here
since. We do have some hope that they may
return, however, as plovers have been seen visiting
the shoreline during spring and fall migration the
past few years. Most notably, the one recorded
last year was seen performing behaviors
associated with breeding, like scraping, something
that is done to prepare the nesting area. (Con. P.2)

MAY THINGS TO DO!
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May 4, Tuesday - Festival of the Birds
Committee Meeting at 6:00 at the TREC

May 7,8,9 - Fri, Sat, Sun - Festival of the
Birds at Presque Isle (See Page 3)

May 12, Wednesday - Conservation

Committee Meeting, 5:00 at Quinn Firm

May 15, Saturday - Field Trip to Laura Olson
PIAS Sanctuary (See Page 5)

May 18, Tuesday - PIAS Board Meeting at
7:00 at the TREC

May 21, Friday - PIAS General Meeting and
Members' Night at the TREC (See Page 5)
7:00 Social in Room 112
7:30 Members' Night in Room 112
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THE PRESIDENT’'S PERCH (Cont.)

According to the experts, if conditions stay the
way they are, it's only a matter of time.

After lunch we headed out to become
acquainted with the areas we will be surveying.
The shoreline from the lighthouse to Gull Point has
been designated critical habitat, with the Gull
Point area considered a more likely nesting area.

We started with the hike out to Gull Point
where Sarah pointed out the landmarks that divide
the reporting areas. We reviewed what makes a
good nesting habitat and the things most likely to
discourage a plover from staying to breed. We
walked the beach as far west as we could and then
headed back in to the trail. We then drove down
to the lighthouse area and walked back toward
Beach 10.

When we conduct our monitoring, we will be in
pairs, splitting off where necessary to cover the
most ground. So we did the same on these hikes
with groups covering the shore and more inland
areas behind the dunes. We worked hard at
staying focused to look for all the things we might
need to really see when doing our actual
monitoring. I found that it's easy to be distracted
by the fine day, other birds and the random
thoughts that sneak in.

I'm excited to be a part of this project even
though it might sometimes mean walking a long way
in inclement weather or some other inconvenience.
I feel like I can contribute something, however
small, to the protection of a bird population that
deserves special consideration and our support.
And 1 feel like 1 met a group of people with whom
I have already formed a bond; all of us joined
together in the hope of making it possible for a
little sand-colored bird to safely nest.

When it's all said and done, I know that my
plover monitoring duties will be one of the things
that 1 remember most from 2010. And I just
can't wait to see this bird and celebrate—with the
rest of the “plover patrol'--its permanent return
to a place we so dearly love and this bird so
deserves to be.

See you at the festival!

~Mary Birsdong, President of PIAS



The 2010 Festival of the FRIDAY, MAY 7

BirdS at Presque ISIe REGISTRATION 3:00 - 9:00 Registration in
May 7 - 9, 2010 the Lobby of the TREC
Registel‘ TOday' FIELD TRIPS: 4:00 Fry’s Landing or

Go to www.presqueisleaudubon.org/festival for Pine Tree Trail =~ Meet at the TREC

details regarding field trips and workshops.

TROLLEY TRIP AROUND PRESQUE ISLE
FULL WEEKEND 4:00 - 5:30 and 5:45 - 7:15 TREC parking lot

$90 Adult  $60 Student with ID
PONTOON BOAT RIDE AT THE

$30 Children under 12 LAGOONS: 5:30 - 7:30 Meet at the TREC lobby
ONE DAY-Saturday OR Sunday (includes one WELCOME RECEPTION: 7:00 - 9:00 TREC
meal) LOBBY for snacks and beverages
Indicate Day
$50 Adult SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 8
$30 Student with ID
$10 Children under 12 7:00 - 11:00 FIELD TRIPS (All trips

meet at the Rotary Pavilion on Presque Isle)

$15 HALF DAY )
. . 7:30 - 9:00 Pontoon Boat Ride
Field Trips Saturday 10:00 - 11:30 Pontoon Boat Ride
Workshops Saturday (Lagoons)

Field Trips Sunda
P y 7:00 - 12:00 BIRD BANDING (Niagara

$15 One Meal (Indicate Saturday Dinner or Boat Launch Area) Note: Any group or
Sunday Lunch) individual can visit the bird banding area at
any time.

Amount Enclosed $

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 8

* Full weekend registration includes entry to all field trips

and workshops, the Friday night reception, dinner and

keynote address on Saturday and lunch on Sunday. Workshops: 1:00 - 2:15; 2:30 - 3:45, and
4:00 - 5:15

Mail this form with your payment to:

Presque Isle Audubon Society

Attn: Toni Kelly SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 8
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Drive, Suite 8 6:00 - 7:00 BUFFET DINNER IN ROOM 112

Erie, PA 16505

Make checks to Presque Isle Audubon Society 7:00 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Dr. Bridget

Stutchbury "“The Bird Detective: Investigating

If space is available, registration will be available the Secret Lives of Birds”

at the door for an increased price.

SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 9

Name

Print name(s) as you want it on name tag(s) 7:00 - 11:00 FIELD TRIPS (All trips meet at
the Rotary Pavilion on Presque Isle)

Daytime Phone

E-Mall 7:30 - 9:00 and 10:00 - 11:30 Pontoon Boat
Ride (Lagoons)

Address

12:00 NOON - BUFFET LUNCH IN ROOM
City State Zip 112/BIRD TALLY




BIRD REPORT FROM MARCH 17
TO APRIL 15, 2010

Snow Goose—3 (intermediate morphs); March 19;
Presque Isle Hawkwatch; S.S.

Great Egret—1; April 6; marina; S.S.

Black-crowned Night-Heron—3; April 13; head of
Presque Isle Bay; S.S. 1; April 15; head of
Presque Isle Bay; S.S. (See below)

Black Vulture—1; March 18; Presque Isle
Hawkwatch; J.M.

Northern Goshawk—1; March 24; Presque Isle
Hawkwatch; J.M. 1; March 27; Wayne Park,

Erie; B.S. 2; April 1; Presque Isle Hawkwatch;
S.S., JM.

Sandhill Crane-total 0f9; March 17 to 24; Presque
Isle hawkwatch & Presque Isle S.P.; J.M. 1; April
13; Presque Isle Hawkwatch; J.M.

Iceland Gull—1; March 25; off Niagara boat
launch; J.M.

Glaucous Gull—1; March 25; off Niagara boat
launch; J.M.

Long-eared Owl—1 or 2; April 4 & 5; Presque Isle
pines; D.D., 3.M. resp. (See below)

Northern Saw-whet Owl—1; April 4; Presque Isle
pines: D.D.

Northern Shrike—1; March 20; Franklin Center;
J.D.

Bank Swallow—1; April 9 (early); Presque Isle Bay
off Big Pond; J.M.

Northern Mockingbird—1; April 10; Marina Rd.;
R.S. 1; April 10; Erie; J.De.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak—1; April 9 (early); Erie;
fide K.A.

Pine Siskin—2; March 17; Fairview; P.H.

Contributors: K.A.-Katie Andersen, D.D.-Dave
Darney, J.D.-Julie Dell, J.De.-John DePaul,
P.H.-Pat Howell, J.M.-Jerry McWilliams, S.S.-Sam
Stull, R.S.-Randy Stringer, B.S.-Bob Sundy

~Jerry McWilliams (Bird Records Chairman)
jerrymcw@aol.com 814-868-3059

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

We want to welcome our new members and
transfers into our chapter, and thanks to our
renewal members. I found some postcards that
asked our new members if they want to receive
the paper copy or be notified on line when the
newsletter comes out. They came back to me
blank. The postcards fell out of some of the
newsletters before they were delivered. If anyone
did not get a postcard with their newsletter, and
you want to receive our newsletter each month,
contact me at www.presqueisleaudubon.org.

Our new members, transfers and renewals are:
Erie: Susan Pratt, Kathryn Hamilton Catherine
Bae, Kate Jacobsen-Caughlan, Ralph McFadden,
Dwayne Cole, Dennis Vidmar, Karen & Don
Kalivoda, Sheri Kinsey, Philip Young, Frank
Bachmaier, Carol Allen, David Robershaw, Eveline
Warchol, Sharon Arnold, Doris cipolla, Melanie
Knight, Beth Evans, Lori Squires, Martha Petry,
Warren Hohwald, Jerry McWilliams, and Terry
Lobdell, Suzanne Winterberger
Cambridge Springs: Denise Hudson
Conneaut Lake: Jodi Maxfield
Cransville: Carol Ambro
Edinboro: Bob & terry smith, Fred Taylor,and
Robin Vascovich
Fairview: T. Barthelmes
Girard: Lori Freeman, Sherwin Terry and Marian
Howard (Cont. on P 5)




MEMBERSHIP REPORT (Cont.)

Harborcreek: Don & Margaret Curtis
Hydetown: L. Knapenberger
Meadville: C. Reed Trimble, Amma Mowris, Mike &
Deb Williams
North East: Penny Schwab, Jean Fletcher,
Audrey Kazmaier, and Kevin Lupole
Warren: Christine Hartnett, Robert Stanton, Paul
Gray, Cheryl Highhouse
Jamestown: Dorothea Riveley
Saegertown: Mary Hunter, ljenna Getty and John
Hepak
Waterford: Cheryl Oleski, Lois Wiley
Wattsburg: Judith Newberg
A reminder to our National Audubon members,
you are automatically a member of the Presque
Isle Audubon Chapter. Hope to see you at our
monthly meetings.
~Ron Intrieri, Membership Chair
www.presqueisleaudubon.org

MEMBERS’ NIGHT
MAY 21, 2010

RAINFOREST IMAGES EXHIBIT

The exhibit "Life in the Mist: Rainforest
Images"” continues through June 27 at Kelly Run
Gallery in Cambridge Springs. Covering a range of
scenery & wildlife from tropical & temperate
rainforests, it consists of paintings by Jan Lutz &
sculptures by Kathe Umlauf. A portion of sales
will be donated to The Rainforest Foundation. Call
814 398-9331 or visit:
www.kellyrungalleryandframing.com.

~Jan Lutz, Artist and PIAS Member

I know that you are putting the finishing
touches on your Members* Night presentation. If
not, don't panic, you still have time. Remember,
this is your night. You are the program. We look
forward to seeing your slides and photography,
hearing about your exciting trip, interesting
experience and adventure and enjoying your music
and poetry. We welcome your nature-related
slides, stories, photography, poetry, music, art,
adventures, hobbies, dissertations and more.
Sharing your interests and talent with your fellow
Auduboners is very rewarding.

Your adherence to the five (5) minute time
limit will be appreciated by your fellow
presenters and by the audience thereby assuring a
pleasant experience for all.

To participate in  this informative and
entertaining evening, please call me at 474-3395
before Tuesday, May 18. If I am not available,
please leave your name and telephone number on
Caroline Reichel's answering machine 868-4423,
and I will get back to you.

As always, we appreciate the continued
participation of our veteran presenters and
welcome new members and those who have never
participated. Only YOU can make this a great
Members® Night. Please call me. Thank you.

~Jeanne Kern, Coordinator, Members® Night

LAURA OLSON FIELD TRIP

PISP'S NEWEST ADDITION!

GREAT HORNED OWL AND BABY

* {

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY JIMMY MARZ

Join us on Saturday, May 15th, for a morning
field trip to one of PIAS"s three sanctuaries. We
will be exploring the 51 acre Laura Olsen Memorial
Sanctuary in Crawford County, looking for birds
(of course!) and Spring wildflowers. Come rain or
shine, we'll leave from the Quality Market parking
lot on Route 8 at 8AM, and carpool to the
Sanctuary about 15 minutes away. This Sanctuary
includes a small wetland area but it's easy to skirt
around, so no special footwear is required. We'll
view forested ravines and migrating songbirds. For
more information, contact trip leader Sue
Murawski at suemurawski@verizon.net

~Sue Murawski, Sanctuary Chair




HELLO BIRD BANDING ENTHUSIASTS!

As of April 15" our spring bird banding season
has started at Presque Isle and Erie Bluffs State
Parks. We are rotating among three sites just like
last year:

Monday and Thursday: Erie Bluffs State Park,

along the back of the corn field near the bluffs

Removing a bird from a mist net

Tuesday and Friday: Fry's Landing at Presque
Isle State Park

Wednesday and Saturday: Niagara Boat Launch
at Presque Isle

Banding the bird before its release

Don't forget to check out our blog at:
http://pispbirdbanding.blogspot.com/

Hope to see you around the banding table.

~Sarah Sargent, Bird Banding Coordinator

JERRY McWILLIAMS RECEIVES THE EARL
POOLE AWARD!
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Jerry McWilliams has been chosen by the
Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology (PSO) as the
2010 recipient of the Earl Poole Award. This
award is given to those who have contributed
extensive knowledge to the study of Ornithology
in Pennsylvania. He will be given this award at the
annual PSO meeting held at the Bel-Air Clarion
Hotel and Conference Center at 2800 West 8th
Street, Erie, Pa. on Saturday evening, May 15.
Jerry is also the keynote speaker and will be giving
a power-point presentation on Presque Isle Bird
Surveys, which includes the International
Shorebird Survey, Waterbird Count, and the
Presque Isle Hawkwatch.

SAVE THE DATES FOR A FRENCH CREEK
FLOAT!

Save Saturday June 12" from 10 am to 2 pm
for a trip down French Creek in Crawford County.
The exact route is still being planned and so is the
tentative accompaniment by Darran Crabtree of
the Nature Conservancy.

John Tautin from the French Creek Valley
Conservancy will be our guide. All those interested
(whether you have a canoe or kayak or not) should
contact field trip leader Mary Birdsong at
mary.birdsong@yahoo.com. Trip may be limited to

¥
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Your Backyard Birdfeeding Specialist’

Come visif and take o nafure break with us !
Birdseed » Birdfeeders » Birdbaths » Nature Gifts

Store Hours:
Village YWest # |7 - 3330 V. 26th 5t. Mon-Thurs 10-6, Fri 10-8
Erie, PA 16506 « (314) 838-5145 Sat 10-5, Sun Closed




A FEW TIPS TO GET BETTER AT BIRD
IDENTIFICATION

Whether you're watching the birds at your
backyard feeder or hiking the best birding areas
in the country, you will no doubt come across
confusing or unfamiliar birds. Following are a few
tips to help any birder, amateur or pro, in
identifying the birds you happen to come across.
Much of the material presented below comes from
Bill Thompson I1l's article in the Wild Birds
Unlimited newsletter.
1. Practice with your binoculars

Imagine a bird on a distant tree or power pole.
Whip your binocs into viewing position and focus.
How did you do? A little slow on the draw or
unable to find the object you're looking for? Keep
your eyes on the target and bring your binocs to
your eyes. Sometimes having a focal or reference
point as to where the birds is can be helpful at
locating the bird.
2. Leaf through the field guide

Time spent looking at the illustrations and
reading the species descriptions will help to
improve your knowledge base. You won't remember
everything but what you do remember will add to
your birding pleasure. Choose one or maybe two
field guides that you like and spend time studying
them.
3. Listen to bird songs on DVDs,mp3s or tapes.

If you don't know which recording is best, ask
fellow birders what they recommend. Nature
stores and birding magazines also will have
suggestions for use in your region. Once you
choose a set of recordings, start with listening to
a group of birds such as thrushes or raptors and
become very familiar with each group before
trying to listen to all the birds of North America
or the world at once. Often times birds are heard
first and then seen.

4. Take advantage of cooperative birds

If and when a bird settles, take time to look at
that one bird noting its shape, behavior, and
general field marks. Then move on to another bird
and spend time making the same studies and then
move on to another bird. Eventually you'll be able
to differentiate between birds especially in the
same species. A key to remembering what you've
observed is to have regular encounters with the
same birds so you don't get rusty or forget what
you've learned.
5. Start at the head and work down and back.

Be methodical. Note field marks on the head
then work vyour way visually down to the
breast/belly and back toward the bird's tail,
keeping track of noticeable field marks. Most
birds can be identified by the field marks on the
face and head.
6. Make notes and sketches

If there are a lot of field marks, make a few
notes or do a quick sketch. Writing down
something or drawing adds another dimension to
the learning process.
7. Use memory devices

Downy, dinky....hairy, huge. That's a way to
remember the difference between downy and
hairy woodpeckers. It refers to the size of the
bill relative to the size of the bird's head.
Alliteration and other devices work for field
marks and for birds song, too. Who can forget
the Eastern Towhee when one hears “Drink your
teal”
8. Look at every bird

This action will get you familiar with the common
birds so when something unfamiliar shows up, you'll
know what it's not. A corollary to this is to look at
the bird and not the book. The book will be
there long after the bird flies away.
(Editor’s Note.: [I've personally made this mistake
and learned from this experience!)

The Presque Isle Audubon Society's newsletter, the 7ern of Events, is published monthly, except in July
and January. The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month preceding publication. All published

material subject to editing.

Send submissions to Janet Price, editor, via editor@presqueisleaudubon.org or 418 E. 36th St., Erie, PA

16504. If you have any questions, call Janet at 814.825.8394.

Printed on recycled paper.
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Presque Isle Audubon Society
Chapter Only Membership Application

Chapter only membership includes membership in the
Presque Isle Audubon Society ONLY and the
chapter newsletter Tern of Events.

Individual membership $10.00/year
Name
Address
City State Zip

Email Address

Please indicate your preference:
Paper copy of Tern of Events OR
On-line Tern of Events with email

notification

Please return this form with your check payable to the
Presque Isle Audubon Society to:

Ronald Intrieri, Membership
Presque Isle Audubon Society
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Drive, Suite 8
Erie, PA 16505

National Audubon Society Membership Application

Please enroll me as a New member in the National
Audubon Society. Membership includes membership

in BOTH the National Audubon Society and the local
Presque Isle Audubon Society. National members
receive Audubon Magazine (6 issues per year) and the
monthly newsletter 7ern of Events.

Introductory membership $20.00

Renewals $35.00
Students and seniors $15.00
Name
Address
City State Zip

Chapter Code COZU150Z

Please mail this form with your check payable to the
National Audubon Society directly to:

National Audubon Society
P.O. Box 422248
Palm Coast, Florida 32142-6718

Renewal members will receive a coupon mailed to them
by National. Please write the code number COZU150Z
on your renewal application.




