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THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH 
 
 A male cardinal flushes out of the bush in 
front of me and in his wake a single feather floats 
to the ground, coming to rest on fresh, brilliantly 
white snow. 
 That feather now sits before me as I type.  It 
is small, about an inch and one quarter long.  It is  
mostly grey and has a red tip with a small band of 
white between.  It is a small feather but it was 
the highlight of a rather hectic day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     CARDINAL FEATHER 

 

 I didn’t find it while out on a walk in a quiet, 
pristine woodland.  It was on my way out to my 
truck after work.  The fresh snow was between 
two tire tracks.  But none of that matters.  My 
heart soared as I looked at that feather floating 
down and it made all the cares of my day—rushed 
meetings, hectic decisions and broken equipment—
melt away.  It invigorated me and gave me reason 
to believe, yet again. 

 And, I guess, that’s what all encounters with 
nature may be about.  Reconnecting with the 
primal and “simpler” things, although one could 
argue that nature is not at all simple.  But 
compared to our mostly artificial lives, it sure can 
seem, at least, less complicated. 
 I think that’s why we have to urge people to 
form (and join) groups like Audubon. Audubon 
membership brings us together with others who 
hold many of the same ideals we have and many of 
us look to chapter involvement as a way to bring us 
closer to nature and, perhaps, give us the conduit 
by which we can participate in protecting it. 
 In that vein, please be sure to mark your 
calendars for some upcoming events that will do 
just that.   The Festival of the Birds is scheduled 
for May 7-9, an event that will give ample time to 
visit all the areas of Presque Isle State Park, 
learn more about birds and other topics and share 
in the wonderful fellowship of those who hold dear 
our beloved landscape.  Of course, volunteering 
for the event is a great way to participate (hint!).  
For more information about the festival, visit 
www.presqueisleaudubon.org/festival. The festival 
has its own page that was put together by chapter 
members Joan Howlett and Toni Kelly. They have 
done an excellent job! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our mission is to promote the conservation and protection of wildlife, plants, soil, and water in relation to human activity, to 
 initiate and carry out plans and activities which would contribute to the conservation and protection of these natural resources; 

 and to provide opportunities to become more aware and appreciative of our physical and biological environment. 

         TERN OF EVENTS 
                                                                                PR E S QU E  I S L E  AUDU BON  SOC I E T Y  N EWS L E T T ER  

                                             MARCH  2 0 1 0    I S S U E  1 0 : 0 2  
                                                                        

MARCH THINGS TO DO! 
March 10, Wednesday – Conservation  
  Committee Meeting, 5:00 PM at Quinn Firm 
March 16, Tuesday – PIAS Board Meeting,  
  7:00 PM in the Board Room at the TREC 
March 19, Friday – PIAS Monthly Meeting 
  and Program, 7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting and    
  Program   (See Page 3 for details.) 
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 Also, a field trip to the Laura Olsen Memorial 
Sanctuary in Crawford County has been planned 
for Saturday, May 15. In 1968, members of our 
chapter bought this property to set it aside as a 
place to remain wild for the benefit of wild things.  
Our continuing stewardship of this land is now 
overseen by the board and, specifically the 
Sanctuary Chair, Sue Murawski, who suggested 
this field trip. 
 It is a beautiful property, a mix of wetland 
and woodland and populated with a diverse array 
of plants and animals. On my only visit to the 
sanctuary, I was thrilled to see a Barred Owl. 
 Both of these activities will be fun and offer 
us the opportunity to see nature at work and to 
see how our chapter is effective in the protection 
and enjoyment of the natural world.  As field trip 
chair, I hope to have more for you soon.   
 In a more mundane (but not unrelated) topic, I 
thought I would let you know what’s going on with 
one matter before the board.  We recently were 
asked to support the nomination of Leigh 
Altadonna as the Eastern representative to the 
national Audubon board.  Leigh’s credentials as an 
educational administrator are excellent; he has a 
long involvement with the Wyncote Audubon 
chapter, including board service, was the Mid-
Atlantic representative to the national board for 
two terms and is currently Vice Chair for Audubon 
Pennsylvania.  I was impressed that he had been a 
member of his chapter since boyhood. We 
supported his nomination.   
 Whatever brings you to Presque Isle Audubon, 
I urge you to take advantage of all that it has to 
offer.  Think about attending the general meetings 
which offer great presentations about a diverse 
range of nature topics or, maybe, go on a field 
trip.  And, yes, think about volunteering for an 
event or for the board.  Volunteering does take 
time and for many, board service sounds 
unexciting.  But when one of our events is over and 
I think back to the moment I could see 
excitement for nature light up the eyes of a child, 
or when a board-planned action comes to fruition 
and it is a clear success, then the “weight” of 
volunteering goes away and I feel, well, as light as 
a feather. 
 ~Mary Birdsong, President of PIAS 
 

The Tern of Events is published by the 
Presque Isle Audubon Society, a chapter 
of the National Audubon Society and a 
member of Audubon Pennsylvania serving 
northwestern Pennsylvania including Erie 
and Crawford counties. 
Address: 301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 8 
                Erie, PA 16505 
Phone: 814-860-4091 
Website: www.presqueisleaudubon.org 
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Programs    Tracy Graziano 
Sales & Marketing  Jeanne Kern 
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PIAS MONTHLY PROGRAM 

MARCH 19, 2010 

 

SRI LANKA: WEDDING AND TOUR 

Presented by Joao and Dolores Tavares 

 
 Joao Tavares, a pediatric orthopaedic surgeon, 
is a graduate of the Lisbon University Medical 
School in Portugal.  Semi retired, he still works at 
the Shriners Hospital for Children in Erie.  He 
and wife Delores have been in charge of the PIAS 
Hospitality Committee for the last five years. 
 Both he and Dolores were invited to Sri Lanka 
by Dr. and Mrs. Fernando for the wedding of their 
daughter, Sandra.  There was a Catholic church 
wedding in the morning and a Buddhist ceremony in 
the evening.            
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 They stayed for three weeks as guests of the 
family and, while there, enjoyed the friendly 
people, the food, beaches, wildlife, scenery and 
ancient cities.  They would like to share their 
sights and experiences with you at the monthly 
meeting.   Some of the pictures included in  Joao’s 
presentation include an elephant orphanage, 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 a tea plantation, the Royal  Botanical Garden,  the 
Sacred Relic Temple, the Rock Temple in Dambulla, 

the Lion Rock Fortress of Sigiriya and the ancient 
capital of Polannaruwa.  
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 
 He will also discuss the wealth of interesting 
places to visit, the friendliness of its inhabitants, 
the beaches and the affordable prices of food and 
lodging.  All of these attractions have won the 
country of Sri Lanka to be named "the number 

one tourist destination for 2010" given by The 
New York Times in January.  Come early to visit 
and then enjoy delving into another culture in a 
far away land.  I’ve included some of his pictures 
to lure you to the meeting! 
 ~Janet Price, Editor 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO PIAS 

PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT 

 
 Our President, Mary Birdsong, and our Vice-
President, Paul Burroughs were invited to be 
interviewed by Jeremy Beecher from WJET TV to 
do a special report on Wind Energy.  Their intent 
was to help us all understand the unique challenge 
that is wind energy.  Their interview aired during 
the 6:00 pm and 11:00 pm new on Tuesday evening, 
February 23.  I hope many of you were able to 
watch and listen as they provided us with some 
interesting insights.    
  ~Janet Price, Editor 
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BIRD REPORT  

 

  The following birds of note were reported since 
the beginning of 2010. 
Mute Swan—2; to at least early Feb.; Presque Isle 
  Bay; J.M. 
White-winged Scoter—up to 3; to Feb. 9; beach 
  11 & Channel at Presque Isle; J.M. 
Turkey Vulture—1; Jan. 21; Harborcreek; S.D. 
  Peregrine Falcon—1; Jan. 28; Presque Isle Bay;  
  J.M. 
Little Gull—2; Jan. 28; Beach 11, Presque Isle; 
  J.M. 
Bonaparte’s Gull—3000+; Jan. 28; beach 11,  
  Presque Isle; J.M. 
Thayer’s Gull—2; Jan. 18; Lake View Landfill; J.M. 
Iceland Gull—at least 3; Jan. 18 to Feb. 8; Lake 
  View Landfill; J.M., B.C. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull—1; January 16; channel, 
  Presque Isle; M.V. 1: January 18; Lake View  
  Landfill; J.M.  1; Jan. 21; Lake View Landfill; J.M. 
Glaucous Gull—at least 5; Jan. 12; Lake View  
  Landfill; J.M., B.C. 
Great Black-backed Gull X Herring Gull—1; Feb. 
  8; Lake View Landfill; B.C. 
Snowy Owl—1; Jan. 26 to at least Feb. 10 ; 10734 
   Shadeland Rd., Springboro, Crawford Co.; A.M.  
  (fide A.T.)        (See below) 
 
            
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Shrike—1; to at least Jan. 27; Franklin 
  Center; J.D. 1; Jan. 23; Land-O-Lakes, Crawford  
  Co.; D.S. 1; Jan. 31; Crossingville/Cussewago Twp.,  
  Crawford Co.; T.W. 
Common Raven—1; Jan. 18; Union City; D.P. 1; Jan.  
  21; ½ mi. S of Wattsburg on Rt. 8; R.S. 
Northern Mockingbird—1; Jan. 5; Erie; B.B. (fide 
  M.F.) 1; Jan. 7; Erie; J.P. 
Brown Thrasher—1; first week of Jan;  
  Harborcreek; S.D. 

Fox Sparrow—1; at least Feb. 22 & 23; near 
  Edinboro; G.N. 
Brown-headed Cowbird—1; first week of January;  
  Harborcreek; S.P. 1; Jan. 18; Franklin Center;  
  J.D. 
 
Contributors: B.B.-Brian Berchtold, B.C.-Ben 
Coulter, S.D.-Steve Danko, J.D.-Julie Dell, M.F.-
Michele Franz, J.M.-Jerry McWilliams, A.M.-Aden 
Miller, G.N.-Gail Neelys, D.P.-Donna Peters, S.P.-
Shirley Post, J.P.-Janet Price, D.S.-Don Snyder, 
R.S.-Russ States, A.T.-Andy Troyer, M.V.-Mark 
Vass, T.W.-Tom Wasilewski 
~Jerry McWilliams, Bird Records Chairman 
      914-868-3059      jerrymcw@aol.com 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
 As always, we want to thank everyone for 
their membership in Audubon. When you join the 
National Audubon Society, you are automatically a 
member of our local chapter, the Presque Isle 
Audubon.  The new members are: 
Erie: Arlene Kelley, Matias Quimno, Cecile Armor, 
Donna Miller, Betty Reynaud, Freda Tarbell, 
Marcella Nickerson, Kimberly Kavel, Jim Watson, 
Zoe Heal, Nancy Schneider, Wayne Johnson, 
Roberta McCall, Carl Fetzner, William Welch, R. 
Owens, Randall Kimmel and Helen Hovey 
Cambridge Springs: Iva Newton-Gatts 
Conneaut Lake: James Coxson 
Edinboro: Georgi Knight 
Fairview: Charles Maxon 
Guys Mills: Winifred Foster 
Girard: Jessica Green 
Lake City: Susan Laun 
Meadville: Shirley Hutchinson, Stanley Niwa, 
Danny Jacobs 
Titusville: Cathy Hall, Kit Sopher, Benson 
Memorial Library 
West Springfield: Judy Smith 
Waterford: Donald Herbert 
 
 Please remember to put the chapter code 
C0ZU150Z on your membership form when you 
renew.  
 ~Ronald Intrieri, Membership Chair 
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THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL GREAT 

BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 

 
 Well, the 2010 Great Backyard Bird Count is in 
the books.  The event held annually for the past 13 
years ran from February 12-15 across the US and 
Canada.  As of February 22, nearly 90,000 
checklists had been submitted totaling over 10 
million birds with a species total of 592.  Checklist 
submissions will be accepted until March 1st.  
Pennsylvania is still hanging in there at number 4 
for states with the most checklists submitted and 
seventh place for most birds reported.  I can’t 
deny that I was happy to see St. Petersburg, FL as 
the locality reporting the most birds since I’ll be 
heading there in two weeks!!  Anyone who still has 
a checklist to submit should do so to 
www.birdcount.org. To access more information 
about this year’s and past GBBCs, including maps 
and top ten lists that are updated every few 
hours, go to www.birdsource.org/gbbc. 

 Our local event, which in years past has been 
held at the Stull Center, was held at Shelter 2 on 
Presque Isle on February 13.   After setting up 
feeders a week in advance to attract some birds 
we were happy to watch and count black-capped 
chickadees, tufted titmice, white breasted 
nuthatches, northern cardinals, downy 
woodpeckers, a red-bellied woodpecker, American 
tree sparrows, a white-throated sparrow, and the 
piece de resistance, a female eastern towhee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

CARDINAL WONDERING WHAT THE FEMALE EASTERN 

TOWHEE IS DOING HERE AT THIS TIME OF YEAR 

 

 I know, right?!  When I entered the towhee 
into the Birdcount database I had to confirm that 
I hadn’t erroneously entered the species because 
it was listed on the “rarities” list for our region at 
this time of year.  How exciting! 

 We had a few participants including Clara and 
Cole, pictured here coloring birds to add to our 
“tree”.  

  

 

 

 

 Clara and Cole were there with their 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Cole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CLARA AND HER GRANDMOTHER WARMING THEIR 

HANDS 

  They all enjoyed watching and learning about 
the birds from our great volunteers for the event 
including Mary Birdsong, Mike Plyler, Joao 
Tavares, Janet Price, Toni Kelly, and Jean Joyce.  
We also had a nice chat with local newsmen, Rob 
Englehart and Robb Frederick from the Erie 
Times News whose article about the GBBC can be 
read at GoErie.com.  I’d like to extend many 
thanks to the PIAS volunteers who helped make 
the event a success and also to my wonderful 
husband, Jim, who helped by getting the fires 
started in the fireplaces!  

 ~Michele Franz, PIAS Education Chair  
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HOW TO HELP BIRDS IN BAD WEATHER 

 
 A couple of months ago, I read an article 
published by Wild Birds Unlimited and written by 
Bill Thompson, III that I thought would be good 
to  share with our many PIAS members.  As it 
happened, there was never enough space for the 
article and I thought I missed the mark when the 
end of February came around.  But, lo and behold, 
we were/are experiencing real winter weather as I 
am writing this, so I feel justified in presenting 
the “Top 10 Ways to Help Birds in Bad Weather”. 
 We know that birds can survive in winter 
weather but we also know that birds survive at a 
higher rate when they have access to backyard 
feeders.  So the birds benefit and so do those 
who feed them.  I just thoroughly enjoy watching 
the variety of avian creatures that visit my 
feeders and it makes me feel good that they enjoy 
the food.  So we’re in a Win-Win situation.  But 
I’ve rambled long enough.  Let me get to the gist 
of the article. 
1.  Make sure seed is accessible and dry. 

  Hopper or tube feeders protect the seed from 
wet weather as they release food as the birds eat 
from them.  I have a back patio that I clean off 
and spread seeds so that the ground feeding birds 
can also enjoy a feast.  If it’s not snowing, 
shoveling a clean area for the seed works, also. 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

2.  Make a windbreak. 

  When it is quite cold and the snow is dry and the 
wind is blowing at 15 – 20 mph, it’s very difficult if 
not impossible to keep the feeders and areas snow 
free so building a “wall” of brush, an old Christmas 
tree (too late now), and some plywood could work.  
Then on the sheltered side of the “wall”, clean an 
area of ground and scatter seed there.   
3.  Keep extra feeders for use in bad weather. 

  A feeder with extra large capacity works well in 
winter when it’s placed along with the other 
feeders: suet, tube and peanut feeders and a 

satellite feeder for small birds.  The additional 
feeder  provides the birds with another place to 
eat and it cuts down on trips for refilling feeders. 
4.  Scatter seed in sheltered places. 

  Since all birds may not venture to your feeders, 
strew a variety of food under your deck, if you 
have one, in your hedges or bushes or even along 
the edge of a wooded area.  Ground feeding birds 
especially will frequent these areas. 
5.  Put out high energy foods such as suet, 

meat scraps, and peanut butter. 

  Fat gives the biggest energy boost to winter 
birds.  If you don’t have a suet feeder, use a mesh 
onion bag.  I’ve spread peanut butter on the trunks 
of trees or on my “dead branches” that I’ve 
planted.  Stuff a pine cone with peanut butter and 
hang it.  Note: Peanut butter will not stick to the 
roof of a bird’s bill and choke it to death. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

     

6.  Use a birdbath heater wisely. 

  A heater can keep your birdbath open in the 
coldest of weather, which is good and bad.  It’s 
good because birds need water to drink when it’s 
cold.  If there’s snow, birds can eat the snow for 
water, but it lowers body temperature and that 
may not serve the bird well.  And if there’s no 
snow and everything is frozen solid, birds have no 
access to water at all, unless it’s the heated bath 
you provide.  It may be unsafe, however, for birds 
to bathe in a heated bath when the air around 
them is below freezing.  Place several large rocks 
in the bath so there is not enough room for a bird 
to bathe, but still plenty of places for a thirsty 
bird to get a drink.   
      Bath with rocks (good)             No rocks (not good) 
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7. Offer mealworms in a heavy dish or small 

crock. 

  This method of feeding is the only one that 
provides birds with live food when the ground is 
frozen.  Use a heavy dish so the wind can’t blow 
the worms and dish away.  A small glazed crockery 
dish (dog dish) is a good container and the worms 
can’t climb up the sides of the dish. 
           

 
 
 
 
 
8.  Furnish your bird houses. 

  Birds will roost in nest boxes on a cold winter 
night (and so will red squirrels!)  Before winter 
sets in, clean the boxes and put a layer of dried 
grass or dry wood shavings in the bottom.  Usually 
a layer of three to four inches works well.  Do not 
use sawdust, however, as it can retain moisture 
once wet, which does not help the birds to keep 
warm.   
 
9.  Plug the air vent holes in your bird houses 

with removable weather stripping. 

  Good ventilation is necessary on a hot summer 
day, but it’s a real liability for birds seeking 
winter shelter. 
 
10.  Be ready for big changes in weather. 

  If you keep track of the weather developments 
you’ll know when bad weather is coming and you’ll 
be able to stock up on seed, suet, and other 
goodies.  The birds don’t have to live off your 
feeder largess, but it sure helps make the winter 
living a little easier. 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

MAY 7, 8, 9, 2010 
 
 The Third Festival of the Birds at Presque 
Isle celebrates International Migratory Bird Day 
at a very special place with over 320 recorded 
species of birds.  There will be something for 
everyone from the beginner to the experienced 
birder.  Adults and children will all have something 
new to learn and experience.  Some new features 
this year include Friday evening bus tours of 
Presque Isle State Park, a pontoon boat ride and 
two field trips followed by the traditional 
reception in the TREC lobby.  Saturday afternoon 
will be loaded with three tiers of four programs 
each so that each person has one more choice than 
last year to attend a workshop.  We have provided 
you with the option of half day attendance as well 
as a one meal option. Information is available at 
www.presqueisleaudubon.org/festival. Click on the 
page for registration and sponsor forms. 
  Please consider being one of our sponsors.  
 ~Janet Price, Birding Festival Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Presque Isle Audubon Society’s newsletter, the Tern of Events, is published monthly, except in July 
 and January.   The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month preceding publication.  All published 
 material subject to editing. 
 
 Send submissions to Janet Price, editor, via  editor@presqueisleaudubon.org  or 418 E. 36th St., Erie, PA  
16504.  If you have any questions, call Janet at 814.825.8394. 
 
 Printed on recycled paper. 
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Presque Isle Audubon Society 

Chapter Only Membership Application 
 
Chapter only membership includes membership in the 

 Presque Isle Audubon Society ONLY and the 
 chapter  newsletter Tern of Events. 

 
Individual membership       $10.00/year 

 
Name__________________________________ 
Address________________________________ 
City________________ State ____ Zip_______ 

 
Email Address___________________________ 

 
Please indicate your preference: 

        ______ Paper copy of Tern of Events   OR 
        ______ On-line Tern of Events with email 
                       notification 
 
Please return this form with your check payable to the 

Presque Isle Audubon Society to: 
 

Ronald Intrieri, Membership 
Presque Isle Audubon Society 

Tom Ridge Environmental Center 
301 Peninsula Drive, Suite 8 

Erie, PA 16505 

 
National Audubon Society Membership Application 

 
Please enroll me as a New member in the National 
Audubon Society. Membership includes membership 
in BOTH the National Audubon Society and the local 
Presque Isle Audubon Society. National members 
receive Audubon Magazine (6 issues per year)  and the 
monthly newsletter Tern of Events. 
 

Introductory membership $20.00 
Renewals     $35.00 
Students and seniors   $15.00 

 
  Name_________________________________ 
  Address_______________________________ 
  City_______________ State_____ Zip_______ 

Chapter Code C9ZU150Z 
 

Please mail this form with your check payable to the 
National Audubon Society directly to: 

 
National Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 4222250 
Palm Coast, Florida  32142-2250 

 
Renewal members will receive a coupon mailed to them 
by National. Please write the code number C9ZU150Z 

on your renewal application. 
 


