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THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH 
 
 I am (finally) reading Aldo Leopold’s classic, A 
Sand County Almanac.  I am struck that he writes 
(in 1948) that “there is value in any experience 
that reminds us of the dependency on the soil-
plant-animal food chain, and of the fundamental 
organization of the biota.  Civilization has so 
cluttered this elemental man-earth relation with 
gadgets and middlemen that awareness of it is 
growing dim.” 
 What would he think of today’s culture packed 
with electronic gadgets and our disconnection with 
the natural world?  Surely he would think that the 
light of awareness had been completely 
extinguished.  I would say, too, though that in the 
past few years, our awareness is truly being 
reborn.  Things like the global warming debate, 
alternative energy and water shortages that 
impact people’s daily lives are opening many eyes 
as to what a true relationship with the earth 
really means. 
 The realization that—as Leopold argued years 
ago--land is not a commodity to be possessed is, I 
believe, actually sinking in.  That he argued it so 
long ago is rare (and refreshing) for his time.   
 My optimism that this is true will hopefully 
bear fruit next year as we start training Audubon 
Advisors.  The training, part of the Audubon at 
Home program I mentioned last month, will assist 
willing individuals who are interested in being 
environmental ambassadors in their own 
communities.  The training will augment what they 
already know and will teach them how to help 
others create more quality habitat right where 
they live.  We will be sharing with our fellow  

citizens that they are stewards of the land, not 
owners. 
 As promised last month, I took the first steps 
by registering my property with the Audubon at 
Home Bird Habitat program.  For those of you who 
don’t know, my property is a fairly typical city lot.  
It is a little deeper than many, which gives me a 
few more opportunities for planting.  But, none the 
less, it would be considered small by most (and it 
feels that way to me, too, when I look for a place 
to plant just one more treasure I couldn’t pass up). 
            (Continued on Page 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our mission is to promote the conservation and protection of wildlife, plants, soil, and water in relation to human activity, to 
 initiate and carry out plans and activities which would contribute to the conservation and protection of these natural resources; 

 and to provide opportunities to become more aware and appreciative of our physical and biological environment. 

         TERN OF EVENTS 
                                                                                PR E S QU E  I S L E  AUDU BON  SOC I E T Y  N EWS L E T T ER  

                                              DEC EMBER  2 0 0 9       I S S U E  0 9 : 1 0  
                                                                      

DECEMBER THINGS TO DO! 
 

 

    

MERRY CHRISTMAS  AND MERRY CHRISTMAS  AND MERRY CHRISTMAS  AND MERRY CHRISTMAS  AND     

HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!    

 
December 19, Saturday – 110th Erie 
  Christmas Bird Count.  Registration at the 
  Ranger’s Station on Presque Isle between  
  7:00 a.m. and 7:30 a.m.    (Details on Page 4) 
  

JANUARY 2010 THINGS TO DO! 
January 5,Tuesday – Birding Festival 
  Committee Meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the Board  
  Room at the TREC. 
January 19, Tuesday – PIAS Executive  
  Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Board  
  Room at the TREC.  



 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 
HOSTING AN AUDUBON AT HOME 

TRAINING PROGRAM 

 The Conservation Committee is exploring the 
idea of hosting an Audubon At Home and/or 
Birdtown, PA program in our area. This Audubon 
At Home program aims at promoting the 
conversion of lawns (or parts of lawns) into a more 
wildlife friendly habitat or enhancing the habitat 
you have into a more vibrant habitat. The 
Birdtown, PA program is geared towards assisting 
local governments in making their municipalities 
more wildlife friendly. 

 To implement this project we will be working 
with Pennsylvania Audubon to train mentors who 
would be willing to take their knowledge they have 
or learn from the training and spread to 
neighbors, friends, relatives or those who seek 
the service. We are likely to have this training in 
late winter or early spring, 2010, and would like to 
hear from those that would be interested in 
considering this training.  

 According to the trainer, Steve Saffier, the 
time of the training would depend upon the 
approach we would want to take, anywhere from 3 
hours to about 8 hours spread out over a few 
months.  We're looking for volunteers to take this 
training with the expectation that you would "Pay 
It Forward" and train others. 

 If you might be interested in the training, 
please contact Janet Price, Editor, at  
jrplkm@aol.com or 825-8394.   

 ~Paul F Burroughs, Conservation Chair  

DVD ON SALE:  "Wings, Sand and Song" 
journeys through the unique habitats of Presque 
Isle during all four seasons to view some of the 
most intimate moments of bird life.  Watch a 
Yellow Warbler build her nest, a Killdeer clutch 
hatch and take their first steps, Baltimore Oriole 
fledglings fed by their parents and a multitude of 
other species who call Presque Isle State Park 
their home. The DVD can be purchased at the 
TREC theater for $16 or use the order form 
available on our website, presqueisleaudubon.org.  

The Tern of Events is published by the 
Presque Isle Audubon Society, a chapter 
of the National Audubon Society and a 
member of Audubon Pennsylvania serving 
northwestern Pennsylvania including Erie 
and Crawford counties. 
Address: 301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 8 
                Erie, PA 16505 
Phone: 814-860-4091 
Website: www.presqueisleaudubon.org 

2009-2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Officers 
President    Mary Birdsong 
Vice-President   Paul Burroughs 
Secretary    Michele Rundquist- 
         Franz 
Treasurer    Kel McDonald 
Retiring President   Janet Price  
 
Board of Trustees  
2007-2010    Toby Cunningham 
2007-2010    Ruth Swaney 
2008-2011    Linda Donati 
2008-2011    Tracy Graziano 
2009-2012    Dave Gustafson 
2009-2012    Kathy Kitchen 
 
Chairs of Standing Committees 
Bird Records   Jerry McWilliams 
Conservation   Paul Burroughs 
Education    Michele Rundquist- 
         Franz 
Field Trips    Mary Birdsong 
Grants     Marion Gallivan 
Hospitality    Delores & JoaoTaveres 
Library     Marion Gallivan 
Membership   Ron Intrieri 
Nominating    Linda Donati 
Presque Isle   Paul Burroughs 
Publications   Janet Price 
Publicity    Susan A. Smith 
Programs    Tracy Graziano 
Sales & Marketing  Jeanne Kern 
Sanctuaries          Sue Murawski  
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THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH (Cont.) 
 
 Out of five stars the program hands out, our 
property is only a two.  Admittedly, I did not do a 
thorough inventory of my property before 
registering, so I was only guessing at some of the 
questions (for example: What percentage of your 
property is planted with native trees/shrubs?).  I 
guessed 20%, but after doing a more complete 
inventory, I realize that the percentage should be 
higher. 
 I fired off an email to Steve Saffier, Audubon 
at Home coordinator for Pennsylvania, asking him 
how I could earn more stars.  He reassured me 
that two or three stars is fairly typical for my 
city lot, but he encouraged me to look for ways to 
make improvements and not get hung up on the 
number of stars I had. 
 Some recommendations for improvement 
included providing more food sources, reducing 
runoff, offering more nesting sights (natural or 
manmade), providing fresh water for bird use and 
offering more cover sights.  So, it looks like one of 
my projects for next spring will be finally getting 
that rain barrel installed and figuring out which 
plants that I do not already have offer good food 
sources. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            
                                                                               
 Editor’s Note:  The rain barrels shown above 
are examples of either simplicity or an aesthetic 
look when installing a rain barrel.  See more online 
for ideas. 
 The Bird Habitat program offers a sign 
(illustrated in last month’s article) for those 
registered to display on their property.  For a 
donation, one will be mine soon.  When my husband 
and I install it next spring (he’ll be running the 
hammer), I will be sure to take a picture to share 
with you.  I am hoping to have the first of many 
signs in the area and I’m hoping lots of people ask 
what it means.  That will give me the chance to 

share a little of my philosophy about land 
stewardship. 
 Because, after all, I strongly agree with Aldo 
Leopold that the land is not a commodity to be 
possessed, but it is actually my ancestor and my 
tutor.  My “ownership” of the parcel on which my 
house sits is only temporary.  As Leopold wrote, 
“we abuse land because we regard it as a 
commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a 
community to which we belong, we may begin to 
use it with love and respect.” 
 When I am enjoying the birds at the feeder 
this winter, or planning next year’s vegetables, or 
watching tender shoots emerge next spring, I will 
see this small plot of land as part of the wonderful 
natural community and I will be happy to know I 
belong. 
 Much love, many blessings and good health to 
you and yours this holiday season. 
 ~Mary Birdsong, President of PIAS  

 
PIAS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

Hello everyone, and welcome to our new members 
listed below. I always want to remind everyone 
that when you join National, you are automatically 
a member of our local Presque Isle Chapter. 
 
Erie: John Corwin, Cas Szymanowicz, Dorothy 
  Farnstrom, John McGuire, Norma Harrington,  
  Henry Piorkowski, The Vollmers, George Touris,  
  Shivani  Reade, and Frank Straub 
Albion: Ann Smith 
Centerville: Shonette Hathaway 
Corry: Mary Sorenson, Harold Eberhardt 
Girard: The Wozniaks 
Jamestown: Susan Lavrey 
Jersey City, New Jersey: Anna Zoe Rachocki, 
   Shirley Morris 
North East: Wendy Bolding, John Hallenburg 
Warren: Pat Budziak 
Waterford: Mary Vitelli 
 
Also, welcome to the following Chapter only 
  members, both new and renewals: 
Erie: Karen Torney, Robert & Doris Allen, Muriel 
  Dockstader, Linda Kierstein, Patricia Turk 
 
~Ron Intrieri, Membership Chair 
  membership@presqueisleaudubon.org 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2009 

 
 Saturday, December 19th is the date for this 
year’s Erie CBC.   This year’s count is the 110th 
count, going back to 1900 when Dr. Frank Chapman 
held the first one.  Since then, a large database 
has been compiled from data collected for all the 
different count circles in the US, Canada, Central 
& South America; also including a new count in 
Antarctica which was added last year. 
 By participating in our count, we can gain 
knowledge of birds and their behavior on a local 
level.  Last year during the count, many people 
were able to see a group of five wing-tagged 
Trumpeter Swans.  A few of us had the 
opportunity to take photographs as well.  From the 
tags, I was able to get information on the swans.  
They were from Ontario, Canada; #881 was a male 
banded as an adult on June 26, 2004 in a mill 
grove north of Hamilton.  Numbers H04, 05, 07 
and 08 were from the same brood.  These four 
birds were banded as cygnets in September 2008 
at a spot just west of Orangeville.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Two birdwatchers from the count group 
photographed an American Avocet at our last stop 
for the day.  (Next column)  This bird was the 
first ever recorded on a Christmas Bird Count in 
Pennsylvania.  Ben Coulter researched online and 
learned that this was the same bird that was 
reported in Ajax, Ontario (near Toronto).  The 
Avocet was seen in Ajax from November 16 
through December 6; then it was reported on 
Grand Island, New York on December 8.  It was 
seen on our count December 21.  This is part of  

the fun of a Christmas Count – you never know 
what you‘ll find.  (Below..the avocet is the front 
and center bird.  A better look at the right.)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
  I hope you will join us this year.  We will meet 
at the ranger’s station between 7 – 7:30 a.m. and 
split up into groups to cover different areas of 
the park.  We will meet back at the station for 
lunch and to discuss our best birds of the morning.  
In the afternoon, we will then cover any areas 
that still need censused.  We will meet at Hoss’s 
on 26th street for dinner and to tally our count.   
 Please dress warmly and bring binoculars, a 
bird field guide and scope if you have one and 
bring a lunch.  
 ~Chuck Gehringer, chuckg58@hotmail.com 
   Christmas Bird Count Coordinator 

 
 

NOTE TO THE EDITOR  
 
 To the member who donated to P.I.A.S. in our 
name, we wish to say thank you.  We are humbled 
and honored by your gesture and most 
appreciative of your thoughtfulness.  Again, thank 
you. 
  
Sincerely, 
Chuck & Jeanne Kern 
 

NEW PRESQUE ISLE AUDUBON BLOG 
 
 If you haven't done so, check out the 
PIAS blog at: 
http://www.presqueisleaudubon.org/blog.  
Several articles with wonderful photos have 
been added. 
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    Sponsorship Opportunities 
All sponsors will be recognized on the PIAS website. 

 
____Red Headed Woodpecker  $1000Red Headed Woodpecker  $1000Red Headed Woodpecker  $1000Red Headed Woodpecker  $1000 
Sponsors receive:  Full page ad in the Festival 

    Program booklet 

Sign with logo or name in prominent location at  

  festival.   

Recognition from the podium at the keynote address    

Two registrations to the festival and welcome bags 

     

____Baltimore Oriole  $Baltimore Oriole  $Baltimore Oriole  $Baltimore Oriole  $500500500500 
Sponsor receives: Half page ad in the Festival  

    Program booklet  

Name listed on sign at festival event. 

One registration to the festival and welcome bag 

 

____BlackBlackBlackBlack----throated Blue Warbler  $250throated Blue Warbler  $250throated Blue Warbler  $250throated Blue Warbler  $250 
Sponsor receives: Quarter page ad in the Festival 

     Program booklet  

Name listed on sign at festival event. 

One registration to the festival and welcome bag 

 

____Yellow Warbler  $125Yellow Warbler  $125Yellow Warbler  $125Yellow Warbler  $125 
Sponsor receives: Listing as a supporter in the 

     Festival Program booklet  

One registration to the festival and welcome bag 

 

    
 

 

    

Sign me up as a sponsor forSign me up as a sponsor forSign me up as a sponsor forSign me up as a sponsor for    
Festival of the Birds at Presque Isle!Festival of the Birds at Presque Isle!Festival of the Birds at Presque Isle!Festival of the Birds at Presque Isle!    

 

Please complete the following form, make a copy for 

your files and mail with your check to: 

 Presque Audubon Society 

Birding Festival Registration 

     Attn: Kel McDonald 

301 Peninsula Drive, Suite 8 

       Erie, PA  16505 

 

Name: __________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________________  

 

State:___________   Zip: ________ 

 

Phone __________________________________ 

 

 E-mail address ___________________________ 

 

Name of Person (s) to be Registered for the Festival  

 __________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________________ 

If your sponsorship includes an ad, send the 

ad  copy in electronic files in .jpg, .tif. or .pdf 

formats by email to:    

               lxbdesign@aol.com. 
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PRESQUE ISLE AUDUBON MEMBERS 
CARRY OUT THE MISSION: 
to provide opportunities to become more aware 
and appreciative of our physical and biological 
environment. 
 Professor David Gustafson and Dr. Steven 
Ropski, both members of PIAS and faculty in 
Gannon University’s Biology Department, are 
planning trips this summer for the general public 
and you are invited to participate. 
 The first part of this article will be directed 

to the earliest trip, the Annual Summer 
Biological Travel Study, scheduled for June 
21 – July 02, 2010.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The group will meet on Monday, June 21 on 
the Gannon Campus.  Overnight lodging and evening 
meal can be provided by Gannon University. 
Departure is scheduled for Tuesday, June 22. 
 This trip will examine many aspects of 
Yellowstone National Park.  Topics to be covered 
include grizzly bears (actually tracking them), wolf 
reintroduction, impact of fires, geysers and past 
volcanic activity, geological history including 
earthquakes, and the herbivores of the park 
(bison, moose, antelope and elk.)  One day will be 
spent at the Museum of the Rockies in Bozeman 
reviewing their dinosaur exhibit and getting a 
behind-the-scenes tour.    
 Note: There is limited space for interested 
travelers and both Professor Gustafson and Dr. 
Ropski will lead this field trip. 
 The cost of the trip is $1950.00. This 
includes: 
Airfare – Round trip: Erie/Yellowstone National  
   Park 
Lodging and Meals (Except seven evening meals) 
Transportation, Fees, and Field Guides 
 

Travel expenses are to be made payable to:  
Gannon University Yellowstone 2010 Trip 

 The second trip or tour, 2010 Yellowstone 
Park Tour, is scheduled for July 07 to July 14, 
2010. This tour will be led by Dr. Steve Ropski and 
Melanie Gustafson-Ropski (a Montana native) 
whose leader fees will be donated to the Erie 
Playhouse.  They invite you to see the wonders of 
the first national park and surrounding areas 
including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Old Faithful                      Mammoth Hot Springs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
      Quake Lake        Hayden Valley 
  
…and the Grand Canyon of Yellowstone, Flowers, 
Bison, Wolves and Bears.   
 Two optional summer stock shows (TBA) at the 
Playmill Theatre in Historic West Yellowstone, 
Montana.   
 
The cost of this tour is $1675.00 per person 
and includes: 
Transportation (round trip air and van rentals in  
    Montana) 
Lodging  in non-smoking rooms (DOUBLE  
    OCCUPANCY ONLY) four nights in motels,  
    three nights in cabins in the Park 
Two picnic lunches and four breakfasts    
Park Admission 
 
For further information, contact either: 
 
Professor David J. Gustafson at 814-871-7636 or 
 Gustafso002@gannon.edu 
     OR 
Professor Steve Ropski  at 814-871-7637 or  
814-882-7559 or ropski001@gannon.edu 
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FIRST RESPONDERS WILDLIFE RESCUE 
 
 Earlier in the summer, Susan A. Smith, a PIAS 
member and Brian Winslow, of Asbury Woods 
Nature Center, were rescuing some ducklings from 
a water pipe on the west side.  This experience led 
to a discussion of wildlife rescue and the end 
result was the idea of a first responder program 
of some kind.  Susan and Brian collaborated and 
contacted Suzanne B. DeArment, Wildlife 
Rehabilitator and Executive Director of Tamarack 
Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education Center for 
her input.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sue DeArment Discussing Reasons to Be 

Cautious When Handling Owls 

 
 Sue agreed to conduct a training session for 
those interested in wildlife transport and Brian 
agreed to have the sessions at Asbury Woods 
Nature Center.  Susan “advertised” the program 
and we eagerly waited for responses to arrive.  To 
our surprise and elation, about twenty adults 
registered for the sessions which began on 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, October 27 and ran each Tuesday 
through November 17 for at least two hours each 
session.  Among the registrants were six PIAS 
members,  Susan A. Smith, Bob Hartman, Barb 
Mitchell, Toni Kelly, Michele Rundquist Franz, and 
Janet Price. Training involved information as to 
how to receive and transport injured birds to 
Tamarack Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education 
Center in Saegertown and to Skye’s Spirit 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center in Harrisville, PA.   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Trainees Observing and Discussing 

Intake Techniques 

 
 We also learned when to intervene, safe 
handling, capture and re-introduction techniques 
for young birds, and how to stabilize and transport 
injured birds. When the training sessions were 
completed, each person was awarded a certificate 
indicating that he or she was trained to transport 
wildlife to Pennsylvania’s Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Centers.   
 We will be distributing names and phone 
numbers to appropriate places so the public will 
have more options for reporting or asking 
questions about abandoned or injured birds and 
other wildlife. 
 ~Janet Price, Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Presque Isle Audubon Society’s newsletter, the Tern of Events, is published monthly, except in July 
 and January.   The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month preceding publication.  All published 
 material subject to editing. 
 
Send submissions to Janet Price, editor, via  editor@presqueisleaudubon.org  or 418 E. 36th St., Erie, PA  
16504.  If you have any questions, call Janet at 814.825.8394. 
 
 Printed on recycled paper. 
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Presque Isle Audubon Society 

Chapter Only Membership Application 
 

Chapter only membership includes membership in the 
 Presque Isle Audubon Society ONLY and the 

 chapter  newsletter Tern of Events. 
 

Individual membership       $10.00/year 
 

Name__________________________________ 
Address________________________________ 
City________________ State ____ Zip_______ 

 
Email Address___________________________ 

 
Please indicate your preference: 

        ______ Paper copy of Tern of Events   OR 
        ______ On-line Tern of Events with email 
                       notification 
 
Please return this form with your check payable to the 

Presque Isle Audubon Society to: 
 

Ronald Intrieri, Membership 
Presque Isle Audubon Society 

Tom Ridge Environmental Center 
301 Peninsula Drive, Suite 8 

Erie, PA 16505 

 
National Audubon Society Membership Application 

 
Please enroll me as a New member in the National 
Audubon Society. Membership includes membership 
in BOTH the National Audubon Society and the local 
Presque Isle Audubon Society. National members 
receive Audubon Magazine (6 issues per year)  and the 
monthly newsletter Tern of Events. 
 

Introductory membership $20.00 
Renewals     $35.00 
Students and seniors   $15.00 

 
  Name_________________________________ 
  Address_______________________________ 
  City_______________ State_____ Zip_______ 

Chapter Code C9ZU150Z 
 

Please mail this form with your check payable to the 
National Audubon Society directly to: 

 
National Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 422250 
Palm Coast, Florida 32142-2250 

 
 

Renewal members will receive a coupon mailed to them 
by National. Please write the code number C9ZU150Z 

on your renewal application. 
 


